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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
This month I am giving my column up to someone who
writes much better than I. This is an article that was
printed in another Church magazine that was pointed out
to me.

I Am a Church Member
by Thom S. Rainer on Friday, April 26, 2013
This article is an excerpt adapted from I Am a Church Member by Thom S.
Rainer. Bulk offer for churches!: Pay only $5 per copy when you order 20 or
more.

When Michael and Liam began meeting for Monday morning breakfast at 6 a.m. more than five months ago, they
originally thought it would be a one-time event. They met in a couples' Bible study group in their church. For many
reasons, they hit it off and were becoming good friends. The two men enjoyed their time together so much that the onetime event became a weekly event.
Still, Michael was caught off guard on that particular Monday morning. Liam loved the poached eggs in the little
restaurant; it was his regular order. But on this Monday morning, he hadn't touched them. He was barely sipping his
coffee.
Liam didn't take long to get to the point. "Michael," he began, "Lana and I have decided to leave the church." The
pause seemed to last minutes. Neither of the men knew who should speak next. Michael took the initiative and spoke
softly yet deliberately. "You want to tell me about it?" Michael inquired. He honestly didn't know if Liam wanted to say
any more about it. His friend seemed resolute. Nevertheless, Liam began to explain his feelings and decision.
"Lana and I went to the church to learn deep truths about the Bible," Liam offered. "But Pastor Robert is just not
feeding us. We're not getting anything out of his messages. Sitting in the service on Sunday morning is a waste of our
time."
Michael didn't respond but could tell that Liam had more to say.
"There are several great people in the church," Liam continued. "You and Karen are the best, and there are a few
more like you." He paused and his facial expression became even more serious. "But, honestly, Michael, our church is
full of hypocrites. Did you hear Jim at the kids' basketball game? He embarrassed me the way he was calling out the refs.
What kind of testimony is that for a Christian? And of course, everyone knows about Neal. He was supposedly this pillar
of the church, and we found out he's been cheating on his wife for more than a year. What kind of church is this with
these kinds of people?"
Liam was angry but controlled as he continued to vent. "Look, Pastor Robert acts like he cares for us, but I'm not
sure he does. I told him that Lana's dad was in the hospital for hernia surgery, and he never visited him."
Michael knew that Lana's father was not a church member, and he lived 50 miles away. He also knew that Pastor
Robert called him and prayed with him. But he also knew that any rebuttal would not be timely at the moment. Michael
held his tongue.
It seemed that Liam's mild rant was winding down. Liam seemed exhausted, ready to bring the conversation to a
close. He did, however, offer a few pointed comments and two insightful questions.
"Michael," Liam began softly. "I really like you and Karen and your kids. All of you are a class act." He paused
briefly. "But you seem enthused about the church. You keep serving and contributing. Don't get me wrong, but I wonder
at times if you are blind to all the problems in the church."
Then Liam offered a closing that spoke more than he realized. "We are two different types of church members," he
stated. "Why is that? Why do we have such different perspectives?"
(continued on next page)
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The difference
Nine out of 10 churches in America are declining or growing at a slower pace than that of their communities. Simply
stated, churches are losing ground in their own backyards.
Another way of looking at it is generationally. About two-thirds of the Builder generation, those born before 1946,
are Christians. However, only 15 percent of Millennials, those born between 1980 and 2000, are Christians. Millennials
are the largest generation in America's history with almost 80 million members.
And we have all but lost that generation.
We can blame it on the secular culture. And we often do.
We can blame on the godless politics of our nation. We do that as well.
We can even blame it on the churches, the hypocritical members, and the uncaring pastors. Lots of Christians do
that.
I'm proposing that we who are church members need to look in the mirror. I'm suggesting that congregations across
America are weak because many of us church members have lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part
of the body of Christ.
We join our churches expecting others to serve us, to feed us, and to care for us.
We don't like the hypocrites in the church, but we fail to see our own hypocrisies.
God didn't give us local churches to become country clubs where membership means we have privileges and perks.
He placed us in churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to learn, to teach, to give, and, in some
cases, to die for the sake of the gospel.
Many churches are weak because we have members who have turned the meaning of membership upside down. It's
time to get it right. It's time to become church members as God intended. It's time to give instead of being entitled.
A new path
Though it's a small step, I'm suggesting that church members consider a new path. There are five steps we should
carefully and prayerfully take. Let's consider each of these steps to be the type of church member God called us to be.
First, let's note the metaphor of membership.
It's not membership as in a civic organization or a country club. It's the kind of membership given to us in 1
Corinthians 12:27, "Now you are the body of Christ and individual members of it." Because I'm a member of the body of
Christ, I must be a functioning member, whether I'm an "eye," an "ear," or a "hand." As a functioning member, I will
give. I will serve. I will minister. I will evangelize. I will study. I will seek to be a blessing to others.
Second, I will strive to be a source of unity in the church.
I know there are no perfect pastors, staff, or other church members. But I'm not perfect either. I won't be a source of
gossip or dissension. One of the greatest contributions I can make is to do all I can in God's power to help keep the
church in unity for the sake of the gospel.
Third, I will not let my church be about my preferences and desires; that's self-serving.
I'm in this church to serve others and to serve Christ. My Savior went to the cross for me. I can deal with any
inconveniences and matters that aren't my preference or style.
Fourth, I will pray for my pastor every day.
His work is never-ending. His days are filled with constant demands for his time, with the need to prepare sermons,
with those who are rejoicing in births, with those who are traveling through the valley of the shadow of death, with
critics, with the hurts and hopes of others, and with the need to be a husband and a father. My pastor cannot serve our
church in his own power.
Fifth, I will lead my family to be good members of this church as well.
We will pray together for our church. We will worship together in our church. We will serve together in our church.
And we will ask Christ to help us fall deeper in love with this church because He gave His life for her.
This article is an excerpt adapted from I Am a Church Member by Thom S. Rainer.
Thom S. Rainer serves as president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources. Among his greatest joys are his family: his wife, Nellie Jo; three sons,
Sam, Art, and Jess; and six grandchildren. Dr. Rainer publishes a daily blog at thomrainer.com and can be found on Twitter at @ThomRainer and on
Facebook at facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Marshall
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***** Staff
Pastor .............................. Stewart A. Marshall
Organist .........................................Sue Daniel
Pianist ....................................... Jan Lehmann
Council Members
President .................................. Bob McClellan
VP .............................................. Norm Kinney
Secretary...................................... Joan Collier
Fin. Secretary ............................. Derek Daniel
Treasurer ................................... Steve Helling
Board Positions
Chairman of the Elders .............. Max Maxwell
Elders ........................................ Max Maxwell,
Bob McClellan, Leh Lehmann, Martin Trenkler
Stewardship ......................................... Vacant
Worship Outreach ................ Donna McClellan
Education Director .................... Chris Wisham
Lay Ministry .......................................... Vacant

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
If you would like to see pastor please call
ahead to make an appointment at
774-0204 or 618-4311

***** Serving at POP
Teachers:
9:00 Adult SS ......................... Pastor Marshall
K through 3rd ..........................Andrea Winkler
4th through 7th ......................... Bob McClellan
8th through 12th ......................... Max Maxwell
Young Adult ............................... Derek Daniel
Adult ...................................................... Pastor
Youth Leaders .............. Nancy & Max Maxwell
Dorcas Guild ............. Jan Friend, President
…………………………Donna McClellan, Vice President
…………………………………………... Joan Collier, Secretary
…………………………………………Isobel Tierney, Treasurer
Altar Guild ..........Jan Lehmann, Jan Friend,
....................... Lois Updyke, Donna McClellan
Fellowship ................................Chairperson
Fellowship Staff ........................................
Gardens........................................................
Nursery.............................. Donna McClellan

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Donna McClellan
Lois Updyke
Humburg/Winkler
Inge Rehn

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Jan Friend
Jan Lehmann
Jackie Kinney
Donna McClellan

Church Office
Monday ................................................. closed
Tuesday ..........................................................
Wednesday .....................................................
Thursday .........................................................
Friday ........................................... Joan Collier
Prayers................................... Donna Marshall
Shepherd Staff ..................... Donna McClellan
Church Historian ......................... Dick Tierney

Sept.1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15
Sept. 22
Sept. 29

Donna McClellan
June Trenkler
Milrae & Karen
Jane Arthur

For fellowship all you need to bring are snack
items. Nothing fancy and nothing heavy.

FELLOWSHIP SERVERS

Volunteers are what makes our fellowship
time happen
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SERVANTHOOD FOR JULY — AUGUST — SEPTEMBER
JULY 7
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

AUGUST 4

Max Maxwell
Donna McClellan
Joan Collier
Dani Daniel
Derek Daniel
McClellan’s
Donna McClellan

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

JULY 14
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

AUGUST 11

Bob McClellan
Trudy McIntosh
Christa Tinlin
Alexandra Trenkler
Jan Lehmann
Kinney’s
Lois Updyke

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

JULY 21
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Max Maxwell
Jan Friend
Jan Lehmann
Stephen Trenkler
Nancy Maxwell
Kinney’s
Jan Lehmann
AUGUST 18

Leh Lehmann
Derek Daniel
Dustin Daniel
Stephen Trenkler
Norm Kinney
Clayra Wisham
Humburg/Winkler

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

JULY 28
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Bob McClellan
Bob Jenkins
Martin Trenkler
Alexandra Trenkler
Lee Daniel
Jenkin’s
Jan Friend

Martin Trenkler
Inge Rehn
JoAnn McCaffrey
Dani Daniel
Bob McClellan
Maxwell’s
Jackie Kinney
AUGUST 25

Martin Trenkler
Norm Kinney
Jackie Kinney
Dani Daniel
JoAnn McCaffrey
Kinney’s
Inge Rehn

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Leh Lehmann
Jasmine Pressley
Derek Daniel
Alexandra Trenkler
Emily Heick
Zumstien’s
Donna McClellan

Continued on the next page.

If you cannot serve on your designated day,
please contact Bob McClellan @
334-618-8964 or bobmccl@aol.com
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SERVANTHOOD FOR
SEPTEMBER
SEPTEMBER 1
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

JULY
Donna McClellan. ...................... 1
David Moore. ............................. 1
Jan Friend.................................. 2
JoAnn McCaffrey. ...................... 2
Fred Polidore Sr. ....................... 5
Payton Polidore ......................... 5
Elisabeth Proctor ..................... 13
Gary McKeehan ....................... 14
Nancy Jenkins ......................... 18
David Trenkler ......................... 18
Chester Frymyer ...................... 21
Jackie Kinney .......................... 26
Johanna Waddill ...................... 26

Max Maxwell
Joan Collier
Nancy Maxwell
Stephen Trenkler
Norm Kinney
Maxwell’s
Donna McClellan
SEPTEMBER 8

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Martin Trenkler
Norm Kinney
Jackie Kinney
Dani Daniel
Leh Lehmann
Kinney’s
June Trenkler

AUGUST
Jane Jenkins.............................. 1
Bob Jenkins ............................... 6
Milrae Seaman .......................... 6
Jane Arthur .............................. 12
Merilyn Rogers ........................ 19
Christina Young ....................... 22
Karen Kjeldgaard ..................... 25
Andrea Winkler ........................ 30

SEPTEMBER 15
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Bob McClellan
Gary McKeehan
Dustin Daniel
Alexandra Trenkler
Max Maxwell
Milrae Seaman
Milrae & Karen

SEPTEMBER
Bruno Trenkler ........................... 5
Burle Dawson ............................ 7
Joan Collier................................ 7
Emily Heick ................................ 9
Joshlynn Polidore .................... 10
Reggie Leslie ........................... 11
Lee Daniel ............................... 13
Caryn Frymyer ......................... 13
Don McCaffrey ......................... 22
Arthur Skoda ............................ 23
Jaden Polidore......................... 26

SEPTEMBER 22
ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Max Maxwell
Donna McClellan
Bob McClellan
Stephen Trenkler
Jasmine Pressley
McCaffrey’s
Arthur’s
SEPTEMBER 29

ELDER
USHER
USHER
ACOLYTE
READER
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP

Martin Trenkler
Emily Heick
Jasmine Pressley
Dani Daniel
Derek Daniel

JULY
Dennis & Robbie Martin ............. 5
Donald & JoAnn McCaffrey ..... 11

If you cannot serve on your designated day,
please contact Bob McClellan
@ 334-618-8964 or bobmccl@aol.com

Continued 
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AUGUST
Bob & Jane Jenkins ................... 7
Fred & Joshlynn Polidore .......... 7
Chester & Lisa Frymyer ............. 9
Norm & Jackie Kinney ............. 14
Leh & Jan Lehmann ................ 25

FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends in Christ

SEPTEMBER
Russell & Roxanne Kruse........ 20
Mark & Susie Taylor ................ 27

Half of 2013 is almost past, talk about time
flying.
The mowing schedule is in the back; do not
forget to sign up. The small shed has the yard
equipment in it. The mower is running good;
so far it has not given us any trouble. The leaf
blower and weed eater are available for use.
We do not have, at the present time a paid
worker to clean the church. The members at
our last Voter’s meeting decided we would
have a general cleanup the second Sunday of
each month followed by a potluck lunch. We
will have to police ourselves at other times at
the completion of any activity.
If you were unable to make the Voter’s
meeting, the subject was church finance; the
bottom line is with a small increase in your
regular giving of $10.00 to $20.00 each week
would solve the shortfall. If you are able it
would help greatly.
We still have two pine trees in need of
removal; the two are just north of the northern
parking lot. Anyone good at dropping trees so
they land on clear ground, I would welcome
their help.
Other areas that are still in need of attention
are, the outside of the main church building
needs some wood sections replaced, and
repainting this delay has been a time and
weather issue, also the walls in the fellowship
area are in need of fresh paint. If any other
areas are in need of repair please let a council
member know.

FINANCIAL REPORT
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MARCH
Total Deposit
Flowers
Books
Candles
Rugs and Mats
General Fund

9513.34
150.00
17.00
12.00
-102.24
9232.10

Monthly Needed
Genera Fund
SHORT Budget

10639.70
-9232.10
1407.60

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR APRIL
Total Deposit
Flowers
Conference
General Fund
Monthly Needed
General Fund
SHORT Budget

7384.25
50.00
-211.50
7122.75
8511.76
-7122.75
1389.01

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR MAY
Total Deposit
Flowers
Missions
Copy Paper
Gas Bill
General Fund
Monthly Needed
General Fund
SHORT Budget

8223.53
125.00
25.00
17.95
-60.63
7994.95

Thank You
Bob McClellan
President, Prince of Peace

8511.76
-7994.95
516.81

Respectfully submitted by
Derek Daniel, Financial Secretary
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Home. Beginning in Sep we will meet at
0900AM for our meeting and then visit the
Nursing Home. My prayers are with all of the
congregation for a safe and healthy summer.

WORSHIP OUTREACH
Dear Friends in Christ
It is hard to believe that the year is half over.
This has been a busy 6 months. I hope we
were able to meet some of your concerns. I
know we have a lot more to reach and if you
bear with me I will continue to strive to reach
more of them. At any time you have a concern
or suggestion please feel free to come to me. I
will try to work on them and see if I can fix
them in some way.
We are starting to plan the next 6 months. I
hope you will find them enjoyable. If you have
any ideas on things to do that will help our
church please feel free to contact me. We will
like to get the church involved and we don’t
mind some help from you.

Respectfully Submitted by
Jan Friend

POP ON (Outreach Network)
Committee
The Dorcas Guild will be implementing a
network that will assist in supporting members
of the congregation through phone calls,
mailings, and visits. Contact with members
who are ill, shut-in, hospitalized, or moved
away will be made on a regular basis. Donna
McClellan, Joan Collier and JoAnn McCaffrey
will act as the steering committee and will
track needs. Other committees in need of
assistance are the Events Committee (sends
cards –birthdays, anniversaries, get well,
sympathy, etc. on behalf of the POP
community), Visiting Committee (visits shutins at least once per month as well as those in
the hospital), and the Attendance Follow-up
Committee (performs phone calls and other
mailings for members who may not be in
attendance for Sunday Services). All
committees are seeking other members of the
congregation to help with the efforts. If you
are interested, please contact any member of
the steering committee (Donna, Joan, and
JoAnn).
One way that each of the POP members can
help is to keep all of our members in your
prayers. Second, please keep the church and
steering committee informed by phone or
email of any needs among our members
especially those that are ill or shut-in.
With your help and prayers we hope to have
the network implemented during September
2013. More information will be provided as the
process is ready for implementation.

Yours Faithfully
Donna McClellan

YOUTH NEWS
Keep track of our youth while at the NYG:
All Dome Events taking place on July 1-5 will
be live streamed through
www.lcmsgathering.com.
Tune in for:
Mass Events on Monday, Tuesday, &
Wednesday at 8:30pm CST
Worship on Thursday at 10 am CST
Mass Event on Thursday at 7:30pm CST
Mass Event on Friday at 9 am CST
Respectfully Submitted
by Nancy Maxwell

DORCAS GUILD
First of all I would like to thank everyone for
all of your help throughout the year. God has
truly blessed the Dorcas Guild with the talents
of our congregation. Our schedule for the
summer will not include traditional meetings.
We will visit the nursing home on July 2nd
meeting at the church at 10 AM. Aug 16th at
10 AM we will take snacks to the Nursing

Respectfully Submitted
JoAnn McCaffrey
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